JBF AUSTRALIAN ALMANAC 1323

Basement Team:What Is the Universe, That You Exist?

Peter Martinson: Defeating the Oligarchical Principle
Part 2 of 2

Mass Extinctions

ow, I’'m going to go a little bit deeper into this,

but just to reiterate:We’re dealing with a dy-
ing empire.This is the end of the oligarchical system.
Regardless of what happens, this system is finished.
If the system doesn’t finish itself, the galaxy is going
to finish this system, and this is a system that’s been
around for well over 2,000 years.We’re at the end of
an arc of history that’s at least 2,000 years old, which
was marked by the domination of an oligarchy, with
opposition that popped up periodically. The most
important opposition was the American Republic,
the Revolutionary War in the United States. But this
system is finished. The question is, what’s going to
come out of it? A dead planet, or a space-faring cul-
ture, which was the original intent of the Americas?

Now, let’s look at the weather for a moment.We
have been having a lot of wild weather recently. If
you look, since 2007, the number of billion-dollar
disasters that have struck the United States has
gone steadily up.This year, it’s been |4 disasters in
the United States that have amounted to $1 billion
or more. The latest one was this freak snowstorm
that nailed the Northeast, which right now is being
clocked at about $3.5 billion worth of damage. It is
becoming more and more damaging.

Not just in the United States. Look at the floods in
Thailand. This is probably going to affect very poorly
the price of rice on the global market. Look at the
disasters that have befallen Russia, the droughts; the
floods in Pakistan; the monsoons that hit China. Look
at the intense cold that hit Europe last year. Things
are getting more and more extreme on our planet in
terms of weather. Is this due to global warming? No.

Throughout the history of our planet, we have
faced extinctions of life. Life has existed on the
Earth for as long as we know, going all the way back.
To quote Vernadsky, no one has ever discovered the
beginning of life. In the oldest rocks that we have on
the Earth, we have evidence of life. For 500 million
years, half a billion years, which is only a tenth of our
history, we’ve had multi-celled life on the planet.The
history of that multi-celled life has displayed periodic
extinctions, where the diversity of organisms on the
planet suddenly drops.

For example, the dinosaurs. Obviously, we don’t
have dinosaurs running around on the Earth. Contrary

to what some may believe, there are no dinosaurs on
the Earth right now. Maybe birds, but dinosaurs like
the gigantic creatures walking around on the surface
of the Earth? They’re gone; they were wiped out 65
million years ago. And 250 million years ago, there
was another very large extinction, where 98% of all
creatures in the oceans, 96% of all creatures on the
land were just eliminated. Nobody knows why. This
has happened over and over and over in the recorded
history of multi-celled life on the Earth.

Now, there are characteristics which have to be
looked at, which are coming out in recent research,
just over the past several days. Each of these ex-
tinction events, which should be looked at more
as transformation events was marked by specific
occurrences. One is the impact of meteorites and
large bolides, like the famous dinosaur killer (which
probably wasn’t the dinosaur killer). Back at the
Permian/Triassic extinction, 250 million years ago,
there is very good evidence that there were several
meteorite impacts at that time.

Now, a new one is being investigated in France;an
impact that wiped out the creatures at the end of the
Triassic. Every one of these extinctions has meteorite
impacts; every one of these extinctions also includes

We are faced today with the question of whether mankind will go extinct like the
dinosaurs, which were wiped out approximately 68 million years ago, leaving
only some bones. Here, the skeleton of a Tyrannosaurus rex.
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massive volcanic activity. For ex-
ample, it appears that the volcanic
activity 65 million years ago around §
India, the Deccan Traps, was a very
short-lived but intense period |
of volcanism. The Siberian Traps
250 million years ago, same thing.
Every one of these extinctions
has volcanism; every one of these 8
extinctions has apparent shifts in
the motions of the continents, the
creation of super-continents; the
elevation of the land level to wipe
out any internal seas and oceans. |
Each one of these extinctions is |}
marked by massive changes on the
Earth. Also, just to be complete,
changes in the type of organism.
They are very rapid and they are periodic. Each ex-
tinction event would select out whole categories of
creatures to die and to live.

So, the point is, our planet suffers extinctions,and
each of these extinctions displays the fact that it’s
not something that happens peculiar to the Earth,
but that it’s a change in the whole Solar System envi-
ronment that we’re going through, which potentially
causes the changes on the surface of the Earth.

We don’t know what increases or decreases vol-
canism on the Earth.We don’t know what increases
or decreases the likelihood of earthquakes and other
tectonic motions of continents, like we've been see-
ing recently with these gigantic earthquakes we’ve
been having.

In fact, if you look at the number of large earth-
quakes we’ve been having over the last decade, it’s
been increasing rapidly, culminating with the last very
large earthquakes you had this year and last year in
Japan, Haiti, Chile, etc. Look at the rate of volcanism
as it’s going up. Look at the near-Earth asteroids that
are now passing our planet. Our system is changing,
and it’s very apparent that we’re due for another one
of these massive extinction events.

So, the whole system is changing. You look at
what’s happening on the Earth with the weather. As
I've been going through in several of my weather
reports (http://www.larouchepac.com/mastering-
nature), and it’s been known since the mid-1970s,
since the manned space program, most of the effects
of weather we have on the Earth—cyclones, torna-
does, hurricanes, simple rain, increases and decreases
of surface temperature, changes of temperature in
the oceans—are primarily due to changes in what
happens located at the Sun.

FIVE MASS
EXTINCTIONS

If you look at our Solar System from the outside,
what you see is that the Solar System is the Sun, plus
a little tiny speck called Jupiter, and then some dust
floating around in the Solar System.That’s the Solar
System. The Sun is the dominant creature in our
Solar System.You’d think that that would impact the
changes on the Earth, which is where cosmic radia-
tion from the Sun is being transformed into activity,
on the surface of the Earth.

Now, what do we know about the Sun? According
to recent observations, the magnetic field of the Sun
is right now dropping precariously low, going into
the end of this solar cycle, and the magnetic field is
one of the most important things for the interaction
of the Earth and the Sun, because it mediates the
impact of cosmic rays. It mediates the solar wind
that’s coming into our system. It mediates everything;
it interacts with our own magnetic field. It directs
charged matter and plasma into or away from our
planet.The magnetic field is dropping rapidly, so that
by 2020, 2023, the magnetic field may be so weak
that we might not be able to measure it.

This is coming on,and some people are forecasting
that it will be a so-called Maunder minimum, which
is the last time we saw anything like this. But nobody
knows what generates the magnetic field on the Sun.
Nobody knows what generates sunspots.This is the
big debate right now. Nobody knows what generates
the processes on the Sun. It might not be fusion at
the center of the Sun. It might be something that’s
extrasolar.

Now, if you look at where we are in the galaxy
right now (Figure 1). Right now, our Solar System,
which is represented here in this image from NASA,
an artist’s representation of our galaxy, according
to the best estimates, our galaxy has right now, four
spiral-arm density waves, and then several small
pieces of arms which are scattered throughout. Our
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Sun right now, and our Solar System right now is
passing into the Orion spur—call it an armlet, piece
of an arm—which is typically the area where an arm
sweeps past our Sun, that’s typically the time that you
start to see mass extinctions on the Earth.

Perhaps the sweeping of this system by the galaxy,
sweeping it across the Sun, is what’s generating the
changes in the solar activity, and thus the weather
activity and the tectonic and the volcanic activity
on the Earth.

So, this is where we are right now.We’re passing
into a mass extinction period, because of the changes
in what’s happening around us in our galaxy. What
we’re dealing with is a galaxy that is acting as one
organism, and we see various changes around the
galaxy that are indicating this. For example, the Crab
Nebula, one of the earliest astronomical phenomena

This graphic was widely used by Lyndon LaRouche in the 1980s, as illustrating the way directed beam
weapons could killincoming missiles. The same idea could be used for killing other threats from space.

that was observed, besides planets and stars,
in 1054 when the Chinese documented the
observation of this supernova, what we think
was a supernova, the creation of what now we
recognize as the Crab Nebula.

What is the Crab Nebula? We have no idea.
What we do know is that it’s a very strong
source of cosmic rays.We also know that it’s a
very strong source of gamma radiation.This is
just from recent studies—it’s not only a strong
source of very high-energy gamma radiation,
but it periodically flares up in these large,
short-lived flares of gamma radiation activity.

We know now, based on recent investiga-
tions at CERN [the European Organization for
Nuclear Research] and other particle accelera-
tors, that gamma rays and cosmic rays have the
ability to be, and are possibly, the main source
of generation of weather systems on the Earth.

For example, the generation of clouds through
cosmic rays is now a well-established fact, after the
work of Svensmark and others. The generation of
clouds by gamma rays could very well occur through
the same processes. We know gamma rays are in-
volved very closely with the production of lightning
systems, which are very closely associated with thun-
derstorms. So we need to be watching as the whole
galaxy is acting up right now, and sweeping this area
over our Sun.We need to be watching what’s hap-
pening in the rest of the galaxy, in order to forecast
what’s happening here on the Earth.

So, the point is this: If the British Empire wins,
which means launching thermonuclear war, it will be
very terrible,and you’ll probably see the drop in our
population to less than a billion people through the
warfare, through the nuclear weapons,
through disease, through hunger, and so
forth. But what we have in store for us
is even more devastating: extinction of
the species.

Strategic Defense of Earth

Now, if we get rid of Obama, which is
the prerequisite, we can dump the Brit-
ish Empire and launch the real American
System worldwide, which is what we’re
intending, in collaboration with the
other key nations on the planet, such
as Russia and China. Then it’s a differ-
ent story.

Can we avoid the extinction? Yes.
Man is a cosmic being. The universe is



designed around the concept
of man. The universe is de-
signed for man.The universe
expresses creativity. After
every single one of these
extinction events, you did
not see just the complexity
of the biological system, the
biosphere, but an increase
in energy-flux density ex-
pressed by the biosphere.
The biosphere got better
and better and better.

It wasn’t because of the
extinctions;it was in spite of
the extinctions. The extinc-
tions allowed the increase
of energy-flux density to be
very obvious to our scien-
tists. But the anti-entropic
development of life on the
Earth is an inherent principle.
We might not survive the
extinction, but we can.

Now, I'll end with this:

Matt mentioned this proposal of the Russians to re-
launch LaRouche’s Strategic Defense Initiative in the
form of this Strategic Defense of the Earth. Now this
is very interesting. First of all, yes, it would defend
humanity from a nuclear war, because you could take
out nuclear weapons with the space-based weaponry.
It would mean collaboration between Russia and the
United States, and probably China also. If you look,
the Chinese and the Russians are very close, in terms
of their science activity right now. Represented, for
one, by this unfortunate Phobos-Grunt satellite,
which was a Russian satellite carrying a Chinese
probe to orbit Mars, including a tiny capsule of living
organisms designed in the United States. [Although
it failed,] it’s a symbol of the potential collaboration
that could exist under this SDE, the Strategic Defense
of the Earth.

But what that really represents, is a mission for
our military. The tradition of the United States mili-
tary, which was copied around the world after the
early history of the United States—originally our
military was based on Lazare Carnot’s and Gaspard
Monge’s Ecole Polytechnique in France.We modelled
our West Point system on that.

Our military is not primarily a military that shoots
and kills people. That’s not the mission of our mili-
tary. Our military is trained to do that, but in order
to further goals that don’t include death of people.
Our military is designed is a scientific engineering
capability.

If you look at the early history of NASA, who
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Man’s exploration of the “very large” is epitomized by his travel into space, where he has been exploring the environ-
ment now for decades. Here, the launch of the shuttle Discovery, February 2011. Here he finds the same principle as
in the “very small,” creative progress.

were the original astronauts! These were military
officers.The military’s mission should be directed to
defending civilization in space. Space is the direction
of the military; this is the future job of our military,
not to have wars. It’'s too expensive to have wars
now, because you have the threat of nuclear weapons
all the time. We can’t have wars. They’re worthless
anyhow, most of them are being driven by the British.
If you look around the world now, all the major wars
were started by the British, all the little revolutions
and so forth.You can always find the British spoor
in the background.

For example, it’s kind of funny that Iran has this
interesting term for the British Empire: They call it
the Old Fox, because the fox is the image in Persia
of deceit. But, one thing about the old fox is that the
old fox gets cowardly when driven into a corner. If
you’re about to beat the pulp out of the British, they’ll
spasm, try to launch a nuclear war, and then get all
cowardly. All the wars on the planet right now can
be brought back to the British. If we end that, there’s
no reason for war.

We turn our military’s engineering capability to
space,and then we start doing real weather forecast-
ing. Because yes, the extinction is on its way, but the
way we defeat that is not by turning the Sun off, or
turning off the galaxy or something like that. We do
that through forecasting the future, and then acting
based on those forecasts. We have the potential to
become the universe’s first immortal species.And it
may turn out to be that we’re not the only immor-
tal species, but I’'m sure the other immortal species
would benefit from meeting us at some point.



